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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Ki Sisa 5775

(From the archives)  

Shabbos: Listening and doing 

even if we do not understand 

Introduction 

This week’s parasha is Ki Sisa, and we 

also often read Parashas Parah, where 

the Torah discusses the laws of one who 

became impure through corpse tumah is 

purified by having the ashes of the Parah 

Adumah, the Red Heifer, sprinkled on 

him. It is fascinating that according to 

Rabbi Moshe HaDarshan, the Parah 

Adumah was used as atonement for the 

sin of the Golden Calf. One must wonder 

why is it that if someone contracts 

corpse tumah, his purification is an 

atonement of the sin of the Golden Calf. 

Furthermore, it is difficult to understand 

how there can be a reason offered for the 

use of the Parah Adumah when the 

Torah explicitly states that Parah 

Adumah is a chok, which means that its 

reason is unknown to man. 

Listening and then performing a 

mitzvah that is a chok 

What does it mean that a mitzvah is a 

chok? The simple understanding is that 

one must perform the mitzvah and not 

seek to rationalize why he is performing 

the mitzvah. Thus, one is sprinkled with 

ashes of the Parah Adumah and he does 

not understand how ashes purify him 

from corpse tumah Alternatively, the 

chok aspect of the Parah Adumah is that 

it purifies one who is impure and defiles 

one who is pure. However, there is also a 

deeper understanding of a chok. One 

may not understand the reason for a 

chok, but he listens to the commandment 

and performs it anyway. Thus, a chok is 

not merely that one performs the 

mitzvah without understanding the 

rationale. Rather, even though there is no 

rationale, he can listen to the chok and 

then perform it. While there may be a 

very fine line between listening and 

performing, regarding the accepting of 

the Torah we find a vast difference 

between the two. The Zohar states that 

when the Jewish People sinned by 

worshipping the Golden Calf, they 

forfeited naaseh, we will do, but were 

told to retain nishmah, we will hear. If 

one will not do, what is the benefit of 

hearing? 

Parah Adumah rectifies the nishmah 

The Pinei Menachem writes that the 

Zohar states that when the Jewish People 

sinned by worshipping the Golden Calf, 

they defiled their ears to the point that 

they were incapable of hearing words of 

Torah. This, asks the Pinei Menachem, 

is difficult to understand, as the Zohar 



 
 

2 

itself states that they had still retained 

the listening aspect even after the sin. 

The Pinei Menachem answers this 

question by saying that although the 

Jewish People retained the aspect of 

listening, even this was tainted, and 

through the mitzvah of Parah, which 

serves as an atonement for the sin of the 

Golden Calf, they can rectify the 

nishmah aspect like it was prior to the 

sin. 

Listening rectifies the sin of the 

Golden Calf 

We can suggest that this is the meaning 

of why when one is sprinkled with the 

ashes of the Parah Adumah, it serves as 

atonement for the sin of the Golden Calf. 

One who listens to the mitzvah of Parah 

Adumah and subsequently performs its 

ritual is demonstrating that he has 

rectified the hearing that was tainted 

with the sin of the Golden Calf. We can 

now understand why Rabbi Moshe 

HaDarshan offers a reason for the 

performance of the Parah Adumah, 

despite the fact that the Medrash states 

that its performance is a chok. The 

explanation for this is because the 

rectification of the sin of the Golden 

Calf is through listening, and when one 

listens and performs the mitzvah of 

Parah Adumah, he has rectified the sin 

of the Golden Calf. 

The Shabbos Connection 

The Zohar states that on Shabbos, 

Moshe Rabbeinu returns the two crowns 

of naaseh, we will do, and nishmah, we 

will listen, to the Jewish People. Thus, 

we can suggest that on Shabbos, not only 

do we gain back the nishmah, which is 

the aspect of listening, but we even earn 

the naaseh, the aspect of “we will do.” In 

a sense, Shabbos is even higher than 

Parah Adumah, as Parah Adumah 

rectifies the nishmah, and on Shabbos 

both the naaseh and nishmah are 

rectified. HaShem should allow us to 

listen to His commandments and 

perform them, and in the merit of our 

listening and performance, we should 

witness the arrival of Moshiach 

Tzidkeinu, speedily, in our days, with 

the cessation of death and the 

Resurrection of the Dead. 

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Gott fun Avraham  

Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, who 

lived from 1740-1809, recommended 

that this prayer be recited by men, 

women and children three times and that 

the recitation would help ensure success 

in the upcoming week. 

ַאז ִדי ָוואְך אּון ֶדער חֹוֶדׁש, אּון ֶדער ָיאר ָזאל אּוְנז 

ִתים  to ,צּוא קּוֶמען... ַמֲאִמין צּו ַזיין....ּוִבְתִחַית ַהמֵּ

have faith in… the Resurrection of the 

Dead. Clearly believing in the 

Resurrection of the Dead is more than 

just proclaiming one’s belief. We 

mention the Resurrection in the second 

blessing of Shemoneh Esrei and many 

visit the graves of ancestors and the 

righteous, evidence to the belief that the 

dead are still amongst us. Yet, the true 

belief in the idea of the Resurrection of 
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the Dead is that HaShem can perform 

the seemingly impossible, which is to 

bring back to life people who have been 

dead for thousands of years. This is 

certainly nothing short of miraculous, as 

those who are deserving will be 

resurrected and gain eternal reward.  

Shabbos Stories 

Parshas Vayechi: Rav Yehoshua Leib 

Diskin Curses the Hospital 

The famous Maggid of Yerushalayim 

Rav Bentzion Yadler retold the story of 

a group of Askanim who came to Rav 

Yehoshua Leib Diskin to tell him that 

they purchased a plot of land to build a 

hospital outside of the old city of 

Yerushalayim near Shaar Shechem. Rav 

Yehoshua Leib said to them, “Yehi 

Ratzon Shelo Tishreh Shechinah Aleha,” 

it should be Hashem’s will that the 

Shechinah will not reside there. The 

group was baffled. Why would Rav 

Yehoshua Leib curse their holy venture? 

Then they realized the slyly disguised 

bracha in Rav Yehoshua Leib’s words. 

The passuk says (Vayechi 47:31) that 

after Yosef swore to bury Yaakov in 

Eretz Yisroel, Yaakov turned to the head 

of the bed and bowed. Rashi explains 

that from here the Gemara (Shabbos 

12b) learns that the Shechinah rests 

above the head of a sick person's bed. 

Rav Yehoshua Leib gave them a bracha 

that their hospital should not have many 

sick people in it and all of Am Yisroel 

should be blessed with good health! 

(Gilyon Pninim Al HaParsha) 

Rav Zemele Volozhin Follows the 

Doctors Orders 

Rav Zemele Volozhin the beloved 

talmid of the Vilna Gaon and the brother 

of Rav Chaim Volozhin once went with 

another Rov to the house of a very poor 

person. The host was in middle of eating 

and begged them to sit down and join 

him. Rav Zemele knew that the host did 

not have enough food for them so he 

refused claiming the doctor told him he 

cannot eat. 

When they left the Rov that 

accompanied him, asked him if it is true 

that he is sick. He said no he is not. 

“Then how could you lie? What 

happened to Midvar Sheker Tirchok?” 

He answered that the great doctor, the 

Rambam wrote that it is assur to eat 

from a meal where there is not enough 

food for the host. He indeed was just 

following the doctor’s orders. 

(www.revach.net) 

Shabbos in Halacha  

Cutting Food 

Until now we discussed the melacha of 

tochen, grinding, under which it is 

prohibited to cut food into very small 

pieces. We will now discuss other 

restrictions that apply to cutting food. 

Exclusion 

The restriction against cutting apart 

figures applies only if the figures are 

made of frosting or another substance 

which is added to the cake. Figures that 

http://www.revach.net/
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are baked into the fiber of the cake itself 

may be cut or broken apart, even before 

eating the cake. The same holds true for 

an entire cake or biscuit that is baked in 

the shape of a letter or figure.  

Summary 

Food may be cut into large pieces of 

precise size and shape, using either a 

knife or a specialized utensil. However, 

it is forbidden to cut food into 

meaningful shapes, i.e. letters, numbers, 

distinct figures. 

It is forbidden to cut apart words or 

figures formed by the frosting of a cake, 

or words stamped onto a fruit; however, 

one may cut between the letters. It is 

permissible to bite into letters or figures. 

Figures baked in the fiber of a cake may 

be cut apart even before eating.  

Shabbos Ta’am HaChaim 

Ki Sisa 5775 

Sponsorships $180.00 

Have a Wonderful Shabbos! 

Prepared by Rabbi Binyomin Adler 

For sponsorships please call 248-506-0363       

To subscribe weekly by email, please email 

ShabbosTaamHachaim@gmail.com View 

Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim and other Divrei 

Torah on www.doreishtov.wordpress.com 

 

mailto:ShabbosTaamHachaim@gmail.com
http://www.doreishtov.wordpress.com/

