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The Goering Brothers: Heredity is 

Not Destiny 

While Herman Goering was 

killing Jews, his brother worked 

tirelessly to save them. 

by Salvador Litvak   

        

Hermann Goering was Hitler’s right-

hand man and the founder of the 

Gestapo – may that monster suffer 

true justice for his deeds. 

Albert Goering was Hermann’s 

younger brother. While his maniacal 

sibling was killing Jews, Albert 

worked tirelessly to save them. 

The Goering brothers, only two 

years apart, grew up in a Bavarian 

castle. From an early age, the two 

were obviously different. Hermann 

was bold, confident and obsessed 

with war games; Albert was shy and 

thoughtful. 

Later, Hermann would tell a 

psychiatrist from his Nuremberg 

cell, “Albert was always the 

antithesis of myself." 

In the 1930’s, ruthless Hermann rose 

in the ranks of the Nazi party to 

become Hitler’s top military 

commander. 

Albert was strongly opposed to 

Nazism and left Germany in protest. 

He moved to Vienna, where he 

worked in the film industry and 

counted Jews among his closest 

friends. 

As Hermann's campaign against the 

Jews intensified, so did Albert’s 

determination to help them. 

In Vienna, Albert once came upon a 

group of Nazi thugs, who had put a 

sign around an old woman’s neck 

proclaiming, “I am a Jewish sow.” A 

crowd gathered to mock the woman. 

Albert pushed through the mob, and 

punched two Gestapo officers to 

save the woman. His life might have 

ended right there, as the crowd 

turned on him. The SS men 

demanded to see his papers. 

When they saw his name, they 

escorted him to safety in deference 

to Hermann. 
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When Albert’s Jewish friends in 

Vienna were arrested by the Nazis, 

Albert again used his unique 

position to save them. 

He forged documents, using his 

brother’s name, to help longtime pal 

Jacques Benbassat escape to 

Switzerland, and used his influence 

to get his former boss Oskar Pilzer, 

and Pilzer’s entire family, freed. 

Again and again, he saved Jewish 

lives. 

Whole families owe their present 

existence to Albert. He saved many 

Jews by sending trucks to Nazi 

concentration camps with requests 

for workers. Once aboard, the trucks 

would take them into a forest and 

allow them to escape. 

After the war, Albert was 

imprisoned at Nuremberg and 

interrogated for 15 months. Nobody 

believed his story until 34 Jews he’d 

rescued submitted sworn statements 

on his behalf. 

He was freed, but soon found that 

his name made him an 

unemployable pariah. Albert sank 

into depression and alcoholism, 

surviving on a small government 

pension and food packages sent by 

Jews he had saved. 

He died in obscurity in 1966. 

Albert’s wartime heroism was 

unknown until documents were 

recently unearthed in British 

archives showing that he saved 

hundreds of Jews. His life 

demonstrates that it is our choices 

that define us, not our relatives. 

Reprinted with permission from the 

Accidental Talmudist.  

Hope to the Homeless 

How one small act can set off a 

chain of kindness. 

by Eliana Cline   

        



 
3 

Pam Green was having a hard week. 

As she drove through one of 

Johannesburg's busiest sections, she 

was surrounded by the dozens of 

beggars. With an estimated 30% 

unemployment rate, begging at busy 

intersections is how many South 

Africans eke out their existence. And 

many people have become hardened 

to their plight after constantly being 

asked for money. 

But one beggar named Joseph 

Phukubje stood out to Pam. He was 

holding up two pieces of paper – his 

high school diploma and his resume, 

and instead of asking for small 

change, he was asking for help in 

finding a job. As she peered in her 

rear view mirror something made 

Pam turn back, get out of her car and 

talk to him. 

After hearing his story, Pam asked 

permission to post his information 

on her Facebook page. She shared 

the post with 20 friends hoping that 

one or two of them would be able to 

offer Joseph employment. Within 

hours the post had gone viral. Over a 

few days the post was shared over 

20,000 times and Pam’s inbox was 

flooded with over a thousand job 

offers for Joseph, including offers 

for scholarships, training and 

clothing. 

Yet the story does not end there. 

After helping Joseph to select the 

most suitable employer, Pam chose 

not forget about the plight of the 

homeless. Her social movement 

#SecondChances now aims to match 

each job offered with a homeless 

person looking for employment. Her 

email is already swamped with 

thousands of homeless people asking 

for jobs. 

In a poverty-stricken South Africa 

rife with crime and corruption, the 

story about Joseph made headline 

news, momentarily piercing the class 

divide. Here are five inspiring 

lessons we can learn from Pam and 

Joseph. 

1. Every person is a human being. 

Joseph has a mother, sister and 

grandmother, even though he lost 

touch with them. Pam was able to 

see beyond the homeless man with 

drugged out eyes to see someone 

who wanted to create a better future 

for himself. She ignored the internal 

judgments that can cloud 

compassion. 

2. Believing in someone is one of the 

greatest gifts you can give. 

Joseph’s spirit was broken. When 

Pam asked him what his dream job 
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was, he didn’t have one. His 

existence was one of survival; all he 

wanted was enough money to move 

from sleeping on the streets to 

renting a room and getting food for 

the day. Yet when someone offered 

him employment, treating him as a 

valuable person, his buried dreams 

came to the surface. He now plans 

on furthering his education. 

Often people around us have 

suffered so much that they stop 

dreaming. They don’t believe there 

could be something better for their 

lives. They have no aspirations or 

goals. More than advice and money 

the most meaningful thing you can 

give them is to believe in the 

greatness of their soul and help them 

uncover their dormant dreams. 

3. Don’t underestimate the ripple 

effect of our choices. 

Pam had no idea how far her simple 

act would go. Every choice to do 

good – big or small –is valuable. It is 

easy to give up and think, what can I 

do? I’m just one person, I can’t 

change anything. Today it is clearer 

than ever that each of us is a link in 

the chain of humanity where 

kindness can take on a whole life of 

its own. Pam demonstrated how 

kindness perpetuates kindness. 

4. All it takes is one person to care. 

There is so much suffering around 

us. It is easy to get overwhelmed and 

think that nothing you do will have 

an impact. Yet if we each choose to 

reach out and be compassionate to 

the people we encounter, the world 

will be different. Just ask Joseph. 

One person can set off the wheels of 

change in motion and can inspire 

others to do their share. 

5. Giving an opportunity to be self-

sufficient is the highest form of 

giving. 

Maimonides teaches that the highest 

form of charity is offering someone 

employment. Nobody likes being 

dependent on other people. We are 

all born with an innate desire to be 

productive, independent and 

creative. By enabling someone to 

find employment – with education, 

an actual job or skills – one can alter 

the future path of that individual. A 

job gives not only financial stability, 

it gives a sense of meaning and self-

esteem as well. (www.aish.com)  
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