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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Vayeishev 5776

Shabbos and Chanukah: 

Extending Miracles into 

Nature 

Introduction 

In this week’s parashah it is said 

(Bereishis 37:1) vayeishev Yaakov 

bieretz migurei aviv bieretz Canaan eileh 

toldos Yaakov Yosef, Yaakov settled in 

the land of his father’s sojourning, in the 

land of Canaan. These are the chronicles 

of Yaakov: Yosef…. Rashi cites the 

Medrash that states that Yaakov sought 

to dwell in peace and the agitation of 

Yosef sprung upon him. The righteous 

seek to dwell in tranquility, and HaShem 

says, “is it not enough for the righteous 

what is prepared for them in the World 

to Come and they still seek to dwell in 

tranquility in this world?” 

The righteous are not connected to 

this world 

The Sfas Emes (5632) writes that the 

entire separation of a righteous person is 

to draw holiness into this world and into 

nature. Prior to drawing the holiness into 

this world the righteous person must 

perfect himself to the level that he 

himself is not connected to this world. 

This, then, is the meaning of the words 

of the Medrash that the righteous seek to 

dwell in tranquility. When the righteous 

are attached to their roots and are totally 

disconnected to a place of separation, 

i.e., this world, only then can they seek 

to dwell in tranquility in this world also. 

Yaakov was above nature, and because 

of his dissociation from this world, he 

was not able to draw holiness into this 

world. The only way for Yaakov to draw 

holiness into this world was through 

Yosef HaTzaddik. This is the reason that 

after deriving from the first verse that 

Yaakov sought to dwell in tranquility in 

this world, the Torah states eileh toldos 

Yaakov Yosef, these are the chronicles 

of Yaakov: Yosef…. It was through 

Yosef that Yaakov was able to channel 

the holiness to the brothers and to all the 

worlds. It is for this reason that Rashi 

writes (Bereishis 30:25) that Yaakov 

was prepared to depart from Lavan once 

Yosef was born. Yaakov is compared to 

fire, Yosef is compared to the flame and 

Esav is likened to the straw that is 

consumed by the fire. Fire by itself does 

not travel far. The flame, however, 

allows the fire to consume even matter 

that is far away. Similarly, once Yosef 

was born, Yaakov felt confident enough 

to return to his father. The Sfas Emes 

explains that the nature of fire is to ignite 

anything in its proximity and it is for this 

reason that the fire requires the flame 

which extends the fire’s ability to 

consume. 
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Yaakov was above nature and Yosef 

was more connected to his brothers 

than Yaakov 

It is said that Yaakov loved Yosef more 

than all the brothers. Yosef was able to 

elevate the good deeds of the brothers to 

Yaakov, because Yosef was more 

connected to the brothers than Yaakov. 

The reason for this is because Yaakov 

was above nature. Based on this idea, the 

meaning of vayeishev Yaakov is that 

Yaakov was connected to his roots, 

which is the idea of repentance and 

Shabbos, when everything ascends to its 

roots above. 

Chanukah teaches to reveal the 

miracles into the realm of nature 

We can extend this amazing idea of the 

Sfas Emes even further. The miracle of 

Chanukah was that the Chashmonaim 

found oil that was sufficient for the 

lighting of the Menorah for one night, 

and HaShem made a miracle and the oil 

burned for eight nights. The Sfas Emes 

(Chanukah 5631 Third Night) writes that 

the idea that we express in the passage of 

al Hanisim that Chanukah is a time 

lehodos ulihallel, to thank and give 

praise, corresponds to Yehudah and 

Yosef. The Sfas Emes explains this idea 

in various places and I would like to 

suggest a novel interpretation to this 

idea. The words Hallel and hodaah 

appear to be similar. Yet, we know that 

every word in Scripture and in rabbinic 

literature is used for a specific reason. 

Hallel is similar to mallel, speech, and 

hodaah means to give thanks. Yehudah 

reflected the idea that one must thank 

HaShem for miracles, as we find that 

Leah named her son Yehudah because 

she received more than her share of sons 

being born. Yosef, however, symbolizes 

the idea that one must constantly be 

seeking ways to praise HaShem, even 

when things are not going well and one 

feels that there are no miracles 

occurring. We know that even what is 

referred to as nature is essentially a 

miracle, and it was Yosef who brought 

out this idea. Regarding the first dream 

that Yosef had, it is said (Bereishis 37:7) 

vihinei anachnu mialmim alumim bisoch 

hasadeh vihinei kamah alumasi vigam 

nitzavah vihinei sisubenah 

alumoseichem vatishtachavenah 

laalumasi, “behold! – we were binding 

sheaves in the middle of the field, when, 

behold! – my sheaf arose and also 

remained standing; then behold! – your 

sheaves gathered around and bowed 

down to my sheaf.” This verse alludes to 

the idea that while the brothers were 

gathering their bundles in the field, 

Yosef would reveal that even nature, 

reflected in the growth of grain, is a 

miracle. It is for this reason that the 

Torah states that Yosef’s bundle arose 

and remained standing, as we find that 

the word used for miracle, nes, also is 

used for something held high, as it is 

said (Bamidbar 21:8) visim oso al nes, 

and place it on a pole. Thus, Yosef 

reflects the idea that nature itself can be 

extended into the realm of miracle, as 

nature is also a miracle. 
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The Shabbos connection 

The entire week we live, in a sense, 

under the guise of nature, as we work to 

earn a livelihood and all our successes 

and failures appear to be the result of our 

efforts. When Shabbos arrives we 

discover that even the natural order of 

events is essentially miracles, as 

Shabbos provides all the blessing of the 

week. It is noteworthy that Yaakov 

reflects Shabbos and Yosef reflects the 

idea of Tosefes Shabbos, adding on to 

Shabbos. By bringing Shabbos into the 

week we declare that all our natural 

efforts are facilitated by the light of the 

Holy Shabbos Thus, Shabbos is akin to a 

pole standing high as one can see clearly 

that Shabbos is the source of all our 

blessings. HaShem should allow us to 

observe the Shabbos properly and we 

should witness miracles with the arrival 

of Moshiach, speedily, in our days. 

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Yom Zeh LiYisroel 

Some opinions attribute the authorship 

of this Zemer to the Arizal.  

י אֹור ְמשִׁ יָעה שִׁ יד, הֹופִׁ יָחה ָתמִׁ ְמנּוָחה ַשָבת, ַהְזרִׁ , 

the light of my sun reveal, may it always 

shine, Shabbos of contentment. The 

Holy Shabbos is always referred to as 

light, in contrast to the darkness of the 

weekday. Throughout the week we all 

struggle with various challenges, and 

with the arrival of Shabbos, the darkness 

disappears and there is only light, joy 

and friendship amongst the Jewish 

People. 

Shabbos Stories 

This is my baby! 

Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky writes: A 

man once approached my grandfather, 

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, of blessed 

memory, quite distraught. 

“I know this may not sound like a major 

problem,” he began, “but my 17- year-

old daughter is very upset with me. It 

has come to a point that she hardly talks 

to me. It began a few nights ago. My 

wife and I were with a number of old 

friends at a wedding when my daughter 

walked by. I introduced her to them by 

saying, ‘This is my baby.’ 

“I could see that at the moment she 

became very upset. Moments later she 

pulled me to aside and was crying. ‘You 

still think I’m a baby!’ she sobbed. ‘I am 

almost eighteen already, and all you do 

is call me your baby! Won’t I ever be a 

grown-up in your eyes?’ Ever since then 

she doesn't want to talk to me.” 

The man shrugged as he pleaded with 

the sage. “I really don’t want to make 

this into a major issue, but I’m not sure 

how to resolve this. Perhaps the Rosh 

Yeshiva can guide me.” 

Reb Yaakov put his hand on the man’s 

shoulder. “You live in Flatbush, don’t 

you?” 

At the time Reb Yaakov was staying at 

his youngest son, Reb Avraham’s home, 
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and he invited the man to visit him there 

together with his daughter. He assured 

him that he would not discuss the 

incident but was confident that by the 

time the visit was over the matter would 

be resolved.” 

The next day the man and his daughter 

visited Reb Yaakov at Reb Avraham's 

home. Reb Yaakov invited the man and 

his daughter into the dining room where 

they discussed a variety of issues from 

school work to life in pre- war Europe 

everything but the incident at the 

wedding. 

About 10 minutes into the conversation, 

my uncle, Reb Avraham, came down the 

stairs. Reb Yaakov looked over to him 

and invited him to join the conversation. 

But first he introduced Reb Avraham to 

his guests. 

“This is my baby!” exclaimed the 

revered sage as he gave a warm hug to 

his 55-year-old son. (www.Torah.org) 

Shabbos in Halacha  

 Kneading - לישה

6. Practical Applications 

 

M. Instant Potatoes 

 

On is forbidden to mix instant potatoes 

on Shabbos, even by means of a shinui. 

 

N. Instant Pudding 

One cannot make instant pudding into a 

thick mixture on Shabbos (except in 

cases of necessity, such as for a sick 

person). One can, however, make a loose 

mixture, with the proper shinuim. Note: 

When one prepares pudding with not 

water, one must take into account the 

laws of bishul.  

 

 

Shabbos Ta’am HaChaim: 

Vayeishev 5776 

Sponsorships $180.00 

Have a Wonderful Shabbos! 

Prepared by Rabbi Binyomin Adler 

For sponsorships please call 248-506-0363       

To subscribe weekly by email, please email 

ShabbosTaamHachaim@gmail.com View 

Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim and other Divrei 

Torah on www.doreishtov.wordpress.com 

 

http://www.torah.org/
mailto:ShabbosTaamHachaim@gmail.com
http://www.doreishtov.wordpress.com/

