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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Bo 5776

Unity, Redemption and 

Shabbos 

Introduction 

In this week’s parasha the Torah records 

how the Egyptians were afflicted with 

the final three plagues and then HaShem 

redeemed the Jewish People from 

slavery. It is noteworthy that one aspect 

of the redemption is at times overlooked. 

It is said (Shemos 12:20-21) kol 

machmetzes lo socheilu bichol 

moshvosocheim tochlu matzos; vayikra 

Moshe lichol ziknei Yisroel vayomer 

aleihem mishchu ukechu lachem tzon 

limishpichoseichem vishachatu 

haPesach, you shall not eat any 

leavening; in all your dwellings shall 

you eat matzos. Moshe called to all the 

elders of Israel and said to them, “Draw 

forth or buy yourselves one of the flock 

for your families, and slaughter the 

Pesach-offering.” What is the 

significance of the fact that the Torah 

adjoins the prohibition of eating chametz 

and the commandment to eat matzah 

next to the instruction to take a Pesach-

offering? 

Unity and redemption 

In the simple sense the Torah is alluding 

to the Halacha mentioned in the Gemara 

(Pesachim 5a) that one cannot slaughter 

the Pesach-offering while he is still in 

possession of chametz. Perhaps, 

however, there is a deeper message 

contained within these verses. The Torah 

states that one should draw forth or buy 

for himself one of the flock for his 

family. Why was it necessary to state 

that one has to take the sheep for the 

family? It would seem that the Torah is 

teaching us that in addition to the 

commandments of removing chametz 

from one’s midst and of eating matzah, 

one must also be conscious at the time of 

redemption of the unity of the family 

and of the entire Jewish People. 

Without Moshe we need to be unified 

It is said (Ibid 12:3-4) dabru el kol adas 

Yisroel leimor beasor lachodesh hazeh 

viyikchu lahem ish seh liveis avos seh 

labyais; viim yimat habayis mihyos 

miseh vilakach hu ushicheino hakarov el 

beiso bimichsas nefashos ish lifi achlo 

tachosu al haseh, speak to the entire 

assembly of Israel, saying: on the tenth 

of this month they shall take for 

themselves - each man - a lamb or kid 

for each father’s house, a lamb or kid for 

the household. But if the household will 

be too small for a lamb or kid, then he 

and his neighbor who is near his house 

shall take according to the number of 

people; everyone according to what he 

eats shall be counted for the lamb or kid. 

This verse can be interpreted as follows: 

if the “house” is missing, i.e. the Bais 
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HaMikdash is destroyed, because of 

miseh, which can be read as Moshe, i.e. 

because Moshe did not enter into Eretz 

Yisroel, the Bais HaMikdash was 

allowed to be destroyed. What then is 

the solution to have the Bais HaMikdash 

be rebuilt? Then and he and his neighbor 

who is near his house shall take… i.e. 

the Jewish People shall unite as one, and 

this will bring about the redemption.  

Shabbos is a time for unity 

Shabbos is referred to as raza diechod, 

the secret of unity. While this statement 

has Kabalistic overtones, in a simple 

sense this alludes to the idea that 

Shabbos is a time for unity. It is 

noteworthy that Moshe orchestrated that 

the Jewish People rest one day a week 

from their enslavement, and that day was 

Shabbos. Subsequent to the redemption, 

the Jewish People encamped at Marah 

and there they received a number of 

mitzvos that they could engage in. One 

of those mitzvos was Shabbos. 

Furthermore, one of the main aspects of 

Shabbos is that it is a commemoration to 

the exodus from Egypt. It is also 

noteworthy that the words hu ushcheino 

hakarov (701) equal in gematria Shabbos 

(702). 

The Shabbos connection 

The Gemara (Shabbos 118b) teaches us 

that in the merit of observing Shabbos, 

we will witness the Ultimate 

Redemption. When we are cognizant of 

the need for unity in our nation, we will 

take it upon ourselves to observe 

Shabbos better and encourage others to 

observe Shabbos. In the merit of unity 

and in the merit of observing Shabbos, 

HaShem should allow us to merit the 

arrival of Moshiach Tzidkienu with the 

Ultimate Redemption, speedily, in our 

days. 

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Tzama Lecho Nafshi 

This zemer was composed by the great 

medieval commentator and poet 

Avraham Ibn Ezra whose name is found 

in the acrostic of the verses 

ק ֶזה ִמי ק ִנְמַשל. ִיְצַטדָּ בָּ ק ְלאָּ . ִיְצַדק לֹא ִכי ֶאֶמת. דָּ

ֶניָך ל ְלפָּ י כָּ חָּ , who can justify himself 

amongst man who is likened to 

minuscule dust? In truth – none can 

justify before You and creature. From 

this passage we see that man is not 

worthy of life. Yet, the Ramban writes 

that the definition of a צדיק, a righteous 

person, is one who is  בדינוצדיק , one who 

is righteous in his judgement at that 

moment. The Gemara (Kiddushin 49b) 

states that if a wicked man tells a woman 

that he will marry her on condition that 

he become a completely righteous 

person, the marriage is valid, because 

perhaps he contemplated thoughts of 

repentance prior to the marriage. Thus, 

every person merits life because 

although he may have sinned previously, 

right now he has some merit, perhaps a 

fleeting thought of repentance, that 

allows him to continue living, serving 

HaShem to the best of his abilities. 
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Shabbos Stories 

Giving tzedakah properly 

Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky writes: 

When the Satmar Rav came to this 

country after World War II he had a 

handful of Hungarian immigrants, most 

of them Holocaust survivors, as his 

Chasidim. As the custom is with 

Chasidic rebbes, they would come for a 

blessing and leave a few dollars for the 

rebbe to give to charity on their behalf. 

The poor immigrants would come in for 

blessings, some leaving a dollar, others 

some coins and on occasion a wealthier 

chasid would leave a five, a ten, or even 

a twenty-dollar bill. The Rebbe would 

not look at the offerings; rather he would 

open the old drawers of his desk and 

stuff them in, ready, and available for 

them to be put to charitable use. 

Of course, givers were not the only one 

who visited the Rebbe. Those who were 

in need came as well. Each of them 

bearing their tale of sorrow, asking for a 

donation. 

Once a man came desperately in need of 

a few hundred dollars, which the rebbe 

gladly agreed to give. 

The Rebbe opened hid drawer, and 

began pulling out bills. Out came singles 

and fives, a few tens and even a twenty. 

Then the Rebbe called in his Gabbai 

(sexton), “Here,” he said, “please help 

me with this.” 

The Rebbe began straightening out the 

bills one by one. Together, they took 

each bill, flattened it and pressed it until 

it looked as good as new. The Rebbe 

took 100 one dollar bills and piled it into 

a neat stack. Then he took out a handful 

of five-dollar bills and put them into 

another pile. Then he took about five 

wrinkled ten dollar bills, pressed them 

flat, and piled them as well. Finally, he 

slowly banded each pile with a rubber 

band, and then bound them all together. 

He handed it to the gabbai and asked 

him to present it to the supplicant. 

“Rebbe,” asked the sexton, “why all the 

fuss? A wrinkled dollar works just as 

well as a crisp one!” 

The Rebbe explained. “One thing you 

must understand. When you do a 

mitzvah, it must be done with grace, and 

class. The way you give tzedakah, is 

almost as important as the tzedakah 

itself. Mitzvos must be done regally. We 

will not hand out rumbled bills to those 

who are in need.” (www.Torah.org)  

Shabbos in Halacha  

 Creating a  new Entity – מוליד

 

1. The Prohibition 

 

There is a difference between bringing 

about the new state of an object 

manually (directly by one’s own hand), 

and doing so indirectly (by merely 

causing the change to come about 

without applying the energy for the 

transformation with one’s own hand.) 

 

B. נולד (Nolad) – Causing the Creation 

of a New Entity 

http://www.torah.org/
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According to some Poskim, one is 

prohibited to cause the creation of a new 

entity. Thus, one may not place frozen 

liquids near a flame (or other hot area), 

because this directly causes them to melt 

and results in the creation of a new 

entity. However, even according to this 

opinion, one is allowed to remove frozen 

liquids from the freezer and allow them 

to defrost at room temperature. One is 

only forbidden to cause the liquids to 

melt by placing them in a particularly 

hot area. According to this view, one is 

also prohibited to place liquids in a 

freezer, as this directly causes them to 

freeze and to assume a new, solid form. 

Other Poskim disagree with this opinion, 

and they rule that one is only prohibited 

from manually creating a new entity. 

One is, however, permitted to cause the 

creation of a new entity. 
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