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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Shemos 5776

Unity in Exile is the 

Antidote for Redemption 

Introduction 

This week we commence a new book in 

the Torah, the Book of Shemos. The 

Ramban refers to the Book of Shemos as 

the Book of Geulah, Redemption. In 

continuing with the theme that we 

mentioned last week regarding unity, it 

is noteworthy that the parashah 

commences with the verse that states 

(Shemos 1:1) veileh shemos bnei Yisroel 

habaaim mitzraymah es Yaakov ish 

uveiso bau, and these are the names of 

the Children of Israel who were coming 

to Egypt; with Yaakov, each man and his 

household came. Despite the fact that the 

Jewish People are set to descend into 

exile and slavery, the Torah provides the 

antidote before the punishment. The 

Gemara (Yoma 9b) states that the Bais 

HaMikdash was destroyed because of 

sinas chinam, unwarranted hatred 

amongst Jews. The Egyptian exile was 

precipitated by the hatred that the 

brothers had for Yosef. The antidote for 

this enmity amongst the brothers was 

unity. We find later in the parashah that 

Moshe goes out to his brothers. Moshe 

acted in this manner despite the fact that 

he grew up in the royal palace and he 

could have justified himself by 

remaining inside the palace and not 

acting on behalf of his downtrodden 

brethren. Thus, an act of brotherhood 

and unity was what led to the 

redemption from Egypt.  

The Korban Pesach Reflects Unity 

It is fascinating to note that the actual 

exodus culminated with the offering of 

the Korban Pesach, regarding which the 

Maharal writes that the underlying 

theme of the Korban Pesach is unity. 

This idea is reflected in the fact that the 

offering was required to be eaten whole, 

in one house, a bone could not be 

broken, and numerous other aspects that 

reflect unity (see Maharal in Gevuros 

HaShem §60 for further explanation of 

this concept). Thus, the exile was 

catalyzed by needless hatred, and the 

exodus was predicated on unity and 

culminated in an offering that 

symbolizes unity.  

Individual Repentance, No Slander, 

and Circumcision Also Reflect Unity 

The Medrash (Targum attributed to 

Yonasan ben Uziel Shemos 2:24) states 

that the Jewish People were redeemed 

when they all repented without anyone 

being aware of each other’s repentance. 

The conventional form of repentance is 

where the Jewish People assemble and 

pray and fast in unison. Yet, the Jewish 

People in Egypt were required to 

distance themselves from idolatry and 
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become one with HaShem. This form of 

repentance necessitated that each Jew 

reflect on his actions in private and 

repent from his sins. Additionally, while 

the Jewish People were enslaved to the 

Egyptians, aside from one or two 

individuals, there was no slander 

amongst the people [The Medrash 

(Shemos Rabbah 1:30) states that Moshe 

claimed that the Jewish People were not 

deserving of redemption because there 

were slanderers amongst them. 

However, Reb Tzadok in Ohr Zarua 

Latzaddik §7 explains that Moshe hid 

the Egyptian that he killed in the sand, 

and the Medrash (Ibid 1:29) states that 

this alludes to the idea that the Jewish 

People would not reveal the secret that 

the Egyptian had been killed.] This was 

a sign of unity. Furthermore, the Jewish 

People were required to be circumcised 

before being redeemed, and the Rambam 

(Moreh Nevuchim 3:49) writes that 

circumcision is a sign of brotherhood. 

Thus, circumcision reflects unity, and in 

the merit of this display of unity the 

Jewish People were deemed deserving of 

redemption.  

The Shabbos Connection 

In a similar vein, Shabbos is the 

culmination of the week. Whereas the 

week has potential for strife and discord, 

the Holy Shabbos reflects unity, where 

we are one with HaShem with HaShem, 

His Torah, and His people. When we 

observe the Shabbos properly, we will 

merit the Ultimate Redemption, 

regarding which it is said (Micah 7:15) 

kimei tzeischso mimitzrayim arenu 

niflaos, as in the days when you left 

Egypt I will show it wonders. 

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Tzama Lecho Nafshi 

This zemer was composed by the great 

medieval commentator and poet 

Avraham Ibn Ezra whose name is found 

in the acrostic of the verses 

בֹודֹו ָכל ַעל ָרם ה ָכל. כְּ ַחוֶּה פֶּ ר ָברוְך. הֹודֹו יְּ  ֲאשֶּ

ָידֹו ש. בְּ ָחי ָכל נֶּפֶּ , exalted above all is His 

glory, let every mouth express His 

majesty, blessed is He in Whose hand is 

the soul of all the living. HaShem is 

above us and beyond our 

comprehension. Nonetheless, the 

Gemara (Megillah 31a) states that where 

one finds HaShem’s strength, that is 

where one finds His humility. Here we 

declare that HaShem is exalted above 

all, but we praise Him for being in 

control of all living souls.  

Shabbos Stories 

Ready for Shabbos 

In the house of Reb Yechezkel 

Abramsky, the Shabbos table was 

always set early Friday morning. Reb 

Yechezkel once related, “my wife’s 

grandfather (author of the Ridvaz 

commentary on the Talmud Yerushalmi) 

was seriously ill. Sitting at his bedside, I 

heard him say, ‘Master of the universe! 

What is it that I must pledge to merit a 

speedy recovery? I wrote a commentary 

on the Talmud Yerushalmi. Do You 

wish that I also write a commentary on 
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Talmud Bavli?’ The Ridvaz then feel 

silent, as if he were asleep. When he 

awoke, he called to his wife and said, 

‘from now on, when I return from shul 

on Friday morning, we must set the table 

for Shabbos. It was revealed to me that 

by pledging this, my life will be 

extended. Soon afterward, the Ridvaz’s 

condition improved dramatically. 

Shabbos in Halacha  

 Creating a  new Entity – מוליד

 

One prohibition that the Sages instituted 

as it resembles a melacha is molid, 

which means creating a new entity. 

Under this prohibition, one is prohibited 

from transforming an item from a solid 

form to a liquid form, or vice versa, as 

by doing so one produces a new object. 

Freezing and defrosting liquids on 

Shabbos are subject to this prohibition. 
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