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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Shemini-Parah 5776

The Death of the Righteous 

is also a Time of Joy 

Introduction 

It is interesting that this week I was 

unable to locate a previous article 

regarding Parshas Shemini, aside from 

last year’s, and I assume that anyone 

reading this year will say, “he wrote the 

same thing last year.” We all know that 

Torah is constantly being refreshed, 

similar to the creation of the world, and 

this should allow us to review what we 

have learned in the past and derive new 

lessons from the parasha. Parshas 

Shemini discusses the יום שמיני למילואים, 

the eighth day of the inauguration of 

Aharon and his sons to become Kohanim 

serving in the Mishkan. The Gemara 

(Zevachim 102a) tells us that Elisheva 

bas Aminadav, the wife of Aharon 

HaKohen, had five advantages over 

other Jewish women on the day that the 

Mishkan was inaugurated. Her brother-

in-law, Moshe, was the leader of the 

Jewish People, her husband, Aharon, 

was the Kohen Gadol, her son was the 

assistant Kohen, her grandson was the 

Kohen anointed for war, and her brother, 

Nachshon, was the leader of his tribe. 

Nonetheless, she was stricken with 

mourning, as her two sons., Nadav and 

Avihu, died in their quest to bring 

Ketores inside the Holy of Holies. How 

are we to understand this enigma? On 

the one hand, the Gemara (Megillah 

10b) tells us, the day that the Mishkan 

was inaugurated was as joyous as the 

day that heaven and earth were created. 

Yet, this momentous day was marred by 

tragedy, as two great leaders of the 

Jewish People, were punished for their 

zealousness and for a litany of other sins 

expounded upon in the Medrash. Where, 

one may ask, is the justice in all this? 

Could HaShem not have reserved a 

different day of the year to punish 

Aharon’s two sons?  

The Death of the Righteous is an 

Atonement for the Generation’s Sins 

In order to understand this seeming 

paradox, it is worth examining another 

parasha in the Torah, namely, the 

parasha of Parah Adumah, which we 

read this week in addition to Parshas 

Shemini. The Parah Adumah, the 

Medrash teaches us, is a paradox, as it 

purifies those who were impure, but 

simultaneously renders impure those 

who were pure. Rashi (Bamidbar 20:1) 

writes, why is the parsha regarding the 

death of Miriam related next to the 

parashah of Parah Adumah? The answer 

is, just like the Parah Adumah atones of 

sins, so too the death of the righteous 

atones for our sins. One must wonder 

why the death of the righteous serves a s 

atonement for our sins? In fact, the verse 
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seems to indicate the opposite, as it is 

said (Yeshaya 57:1) ֵני ָהָרָעה ֶנֱאַסף  כִ י ִמפְּ
 because of the impeding evil the ,ַהַצִדיק

righteous one was gathered in. The 

answer to this question is that we must 

understand the role of the righteous. The 

Sefarim write that the righteous function 

in this world for our good, as through the 

righteous we come closer to HaShem. 

When one offers an animal on the 

mizbeiach, he is identifying with the 

offering process. Just as we spill the 

blood of the animal, one should view it 

as if his blood is spilled and so on. In the 

same vein, when a righteous person 

leaves this world, he is the offering of 

the generation, and he atones for the sins 

of the generation.  

One Should Be Distressed Over the 

Deaths of Nadav and Avihu 

Nadav and Avihu certainly were guilty, 

on their level, of committing a sin. 

Nonetheless, they were deemed to be 

perfectly righteous, and their deaths 

served as an atonement for the sin of the 

Jewish People. It is noteworthy that the 

Zohar states that one who is distressed or 

sheds tears over the deaths of Nadav and 

Avihu, gains atonement for his sins and 

is guaranteed that his children will not 

die in his lifetime. Clearly the deaths of 

Nadav and Avihu served as an 

atonement for the sins of the Jewish 

People, not only in that generation but 

for eternity.  

 

The Deaths of Nadav and Avihu were 

also Cause for Joy 

We can now better understand why the 

Gemara states that Elisheva witnessed 

such great joy on that day, and she was 

also a victim of Nadav and Avihu’s 

death. Ultimately, their deaths were also 

a joyous occasion, as, despite the state of 

mourning that occurred, their deaths 

served as an atonement for the Jewish 

People. 

The Shabbos connection  

Throughout the week, we struggle with 

earning a living, living amongst the 

nations, and numerous other challenges. 

Yet, when Shabbos arrives, all sadness 

and evil cease to exist, and in their place 

is joy and praise to HaShem for all the 

good that He bestows upon His Beloved 

Nation. HaShem should allow us to gain 

atonement for our sins and we should 

merit the Ultimate Redemption, 

speedily, in our days.  

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Ki Eshmera Shabbos 

This zemer was composed by the great 

medieval commentator and poet 

Avraham Ibn Ezra whose name is found 

in the acrostic of the verses. The Zemer 

focuses on Halachic aspects of the 

Shabbos observance.  

ם ת ָרשַׁ דַׁ ָגָניו ֶאל חֹוק ָהֵאל בְּ ֲערֹוְך בֹו סְּ  ָפִנים ֶלֶחם לַׁ

ָפָניו ל. בְּ ּנֹות ֵכן עַׁ עַׁ ִהתְּ ל בֹו לְּ בֹוָניו ִפי עַׁ ד, ָאסּור נְּ בַׁ  לְּ

ֵמי ִהיא אֹות. ֲעֹוִני ִכפּור ִמּיֹום עֹולְּ ד לְּ ּוֵביִני ֵבינֹו עַׁ . 
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He inscribed in the G-dly law a decree 

for his priests that on it they prepare 

Show Bread before Him. Therefore, to 

fast on it by order of His understanding 

sages is forbidden; except for the day 

when my sin is atoned. Twelve loaves 

were baked every Friday in the Bais 

HaMikdash, and on Shabbos they were 

placed on the Shulchan where they 

would remain all week. These loaves 

miraculously remained fresh until the 

next Shabbos, when they were removed 

and divided among the Kohanim. Thus, 

the honor of Shabbos was extended into 

the week, and the Jewish People 

experienced the Shabbos throughout the 

entire year. 

Shabbos Stories 

He has the Handicapped Mind 

Rabbi Paysach Krohn loves to tell the 

beautifully haunting story of the woman 

who left Rusk Institute with her child 

who was in a wheelchair. It was a wintry 

day and the chill that pervaded the 

young boy’s fragile bones declared its 

chilling presence with the icy frosting it 

left on the exposed metal of his 

wheelchair. 

Waiting at the bus stop on the corner of 

34th and 2nd Avenue, three large city 

busses whizzed by, unable to 

accommodate the mother and the child 

and his special chair. It was only after a 

half-hour wait that the mother flagged 

down a bus and insisted to the driver that 

he allow them to board. 

As the poor woman struggled to lift the 

wheelchair into the narrowly impatient 

doors that waited to slam like the jaws of 

a tiger, the driver shouted at her, "Lady 

you'll have to wait for a bus with a lift! I 

gotta go!" 

Immediately a few passengers jumped to 

her defense! "It's freezing out there. We 

will wait!" 

Embarrassed into submission, the driver 

acquiesced. As the mother and child 

settled in their place on the bus, one said 

to her, "Your child is not handicapped. It 

only seems that way. In truth it is the 

driver that has a handicapped mind!" 

(www.Torah.org) 

Shabbos in Halacha  

 Smoothing - ממרח

 

One of the Avos Melachos mentioned in 

the Mishnah is ממחק, scraping. This 

refers to scarping an animal hide to 

smooth its surface so that it can be used 

as parchment. 

 

A toladah (corollary) of this melacha is 

 smoothing, which refers to :ממרח

smoothing moldable substances such as 

 :חלב tar, and :זפת ,wax (bee’s) ”שעוה

animal fats. Rubbing or spreading such 

substances to give them a smooth 

surface is forbidden mideoraisa (by 

Torah prohibition), as is smoothing other 

substances of the same consistency. In 

addition, the sages prohibited smoothing 

even substances whose consistency is 

less thick and firm, if their degree of 

firmness somewhat resembles that of 

http://www.torah.org/
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wax. The primary example of this, given 

by the Gemara, is extremely thick oil. It 

is forbidden miderabbanan (by Rabbinic 

ordinance) to rub or, spread any such 

dense substance, for in doing so one 

smooths out its surface. 

 

Fluids which have no density, such as 

ordinary oil, are not subject to this 

prohibition; it is permissible to rub or 

spread such substances on another 

surface.  
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