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Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim  

Kedoshim 5776

Morality Leads to Unity 

Introduction 

In this week’s parashah it is said 

(Vayikra 19:1-2) vayidabeir HaShem el 

Moshe leimor dabeir el kol adas binei 

Yisroel viamarta aleihem kedoshim 

tihyu ki kadosh ani HaShem 

Elokeichem, HaShem spoke to Moshe, 

saying: Speak to the entire assembly of 

the children of Israel and say to them: 

You shall be holy, for holy am I, 

HaShem, your G-d. Rashi quotes the 

Medrash (Vayikra Rabbah 24:5) that 

states: this portion of the Torah was said 

by Hakhel (in a group) as the majority of 

the essentials of the Torah are dependant 

on this portion. One must wonder what 

the meaning of this statement is. Prior to 

performing certain mitzvos we recite the 

following words: “the performance of 

the mitzvah should be worthy before 

HaShem as if one has fulfilled it in all its 

details, implications, and intentions, as 

well as the six hundred and thirteen 

commandments that are dependant upon 

it.” Thus, it appears that all mitzvos are 

dependant on each other, so what is so 

unique about this portion of the Torah 

that it was said in a group?  

 

 

Performing a Mitzvah Demonstrates 

Love for a Fellow Jew 

To answer this question, we must 

examine the verse that instructs us to be 

holy. Rashi, based on the Toras 

Kohanim, interprets the verse to mean 

that one must distance himself from 

immoral relationships, as wherever we 

find a safeguard from immorality, there 

we find holiness. The Ramban disagrees 

and writes that the Torah is instructing 

us that one should not even engage in 

permitted activities for the sake of 

indulging. Rather, one should restrain 

himself as much as possible and limit 

himself to what is absolutely necessary 

in the realm of materialism. Assuming 

that one can adopt the approach of Rashi 

and the approach of the Ramban, we can 

better understand why this portion of the 

Torah was said in a group. It is said 

(Vayikra 19:18) lo sikom vilo sitor es 

binei amecha viahavta lireiacha kamocha 

ani HaShem, you shall not take revenge 

and you shall not bear a grudge against 

the members of your people; you shall 

love your fellow as yourself – I am 

HaShem. The Toras Kohanim states that 

Rabbi Akiva said that the words viahavta 

lireiacha kamocha are a klal gadol 

baTorah, a great rule in the Torah. It is 

written that this statement can be 

interpreted to mean that whenever one is 

engaged in a mitzvah, somehow that 

mitzvah incorporates the mitzvah of 

loving your fellow as yourself.  
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Engaging in Immoral Behavior 

Causes One to Remain Alone 

It is said (Mishlei 18:1) lisaavah 

yivakeish nifrad bichol tushia yisgala, 

one who removes himself to court desire 

will be exposed in every Torah enclave. 

Rabbeinu Bachye (Introduction to 

Parashas Kedoshim) writes that this 

means that if one is constantly pursuing 

his desires, he will ultimately find 

himself to be alone. People will flee 

from him because of his inappropriate 

behavior. It would follow, then, that one 

who refrains from immoral actions and 

distances himself from indulging in 

physical pleasures will be embraced by 

his fellow man. When one performs a 

mitzvah, he is clearly distancing himself 

from inappropriate behavior and he is 

engaged in holy pursuits. Thus, whereas 

the immoral person remains alone, the 

holy person is part of the Holy 

Congregation, i.e. the Jewish People 

who serve HaShem with fear and love. It 

is for this reason that when one performs 

a mitzvah, he is incorporating the 

mitzvah of viahavta lireiacha kamocha. 

Now we can understand why the 

parashah of Kedoshim, which 

commences with the laws of holiness, 

was said in a group. The only way to be 

a part of the Jewish People is by 

performing mitzvos and attaining a level 

of holiness.  

The Shabbos Connection 

Every week HaShem is gracious to us 

and bestows upon us His Holy Day of 

Shabbos. Shabbos is a time when we are 

free from materialism and we can 

perform mitzvos and involve our 

families and friends in holiness. HaShem 

should allow us to all be a part of the 

Jewish People, and when we are all 

together as one, we will witness the 

arrival of Moshiach Tzidkienu, speedily, 

in our days. 

Shabbos in the Zemiros 

Shimru Shabsosai 

The composer of this zemer is Shlomo, a 

name formed by the acrostic of the first 

four stanzas. Nothing definite is known 

about him, although some speculate that 

he was the famous Shlomo ben Yehudah 

ibn Gabriol. The zemer concentrates on 

the requirement to honor the Shabbos 

with culinary delights and closes with 

the assurance that the observance of the 

Shabbos will herald the final 

Redemption.  

ִבְרָכִתי ֶאת ְוָנַתִתי, ְדרֹור ִקְראּו ֶלָעֵמל , from 

travail, announce freedom! Then I shall 

confer My blessing. We beseech 

HaShem to announce our freedom from 

the shackles of oppression and exile. 

Only then will HaShem bestow upon us 

His blessing. We can suggest an 

alternative explanation to this passage. 

The Ibn Ezra (Bereishis 9:13) writes that 

the word ָנַתִתי can mean “I am giving 

now.” Thus, we can suggest that here the 

author of the Zemer is teaching us that 

even in the state of distress HaShem 

provides the blessing.  
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Shabbos Stories 

Rav Chaim’s Request for Forgiveness 

 

Rabbi Yissachar Frand writes Acharei 

Mos is the parasha of the Yom Kippur 

service. The passuk says, “For on this 

day, He shall provide atonement for you 

to cleanse you, from all your sins before 

HaShem shall you be cleansed” [Vayikra 

16:30]. Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria (in the 

last Mishneh of tractate Yoma [8:9]) 

derives the following lesson from that 

passuk: Sins between man and G-d Yom 

Kippur atones for, however Yom Kippur 

does not atone for sins against one's 

fellow man, until he first appeases his 

fellow man. 

The Gemara [Yoma 87a] states in the 

name of Rav Yitzchak: “Whoever angers 

his friend needs to appease him.” Rav 

Yitzchak cites as a proof a series of 

pessukim in Mishlei [6:1-3]: “My son, if 

you have been a guarantor for your 

friend, if you have given your handshake 

for a stranger, you have been trapped by 

the words of your mouth, snared by the 

words of your mouth, do this, therefore, 

my child and be rescued; for you have 

come into your fellow's hand. Go 

humble yourself before him and placate 

your fellow.” 

At first glance, this teaching of the 

Amora Rav Yitzchak seems very 

strange. Why do we need his exegesis 

from the pessukim in Mishlei to teach us 

the fact that one needs to appease his 

friend, if we have an explicit passuk 

from Chumash -– cited by the Tanna 

Rav Elazar ben Azaria -- that teaches us 

the same thing? 

Rav Chaim Soleveitchik explained the 

novelty of Rav Yitzchak’s teaching to 

his son, Rav Moshe Soleveitchik, in the 

course of an incident that happened in 

Brisk. A certain butcher came to the Beis 

Din of Rav Chaim Soleveitchik (Rav of 

Brisk) and Rav Simcha Zelig (Dayan of 

Brisk) asking them to adjudicate a din 

Torah involving a sum of 3,000 rubles. 

Rav Chaim suggested they make a 

compromise (peshara), but the butcher 

refused. The Beis Din then heard the 

case and decided against the butcher. 

The butcher reacted angrily to this, and 

started yelling at Rav Chaim, calling him 

a thief and a murderer. 

Rav Chaim answered back: “When you 

came to this court, I suggested that you 

compromise with your disputant, but you 

refused. Since it was you who refused 

the compromise, it is not my fault that 

you have now lost 3,000 rubles. It is 

your own fault.” The butcher yelled even 

louder at Rav Chaim. Rav Chaim then 

said, “You disrespectful one, get out of 

here!” 

On Erev Yom Kippur, Rav Chaim told 

his 3 sons that he must go to the butcher 

and ask for his forgiveness for the harsh 

words they exchanged that day in court. 

The Rav of Brisk accompanied by his 3 

sons went to the shul where the butcher 

davened. Everyone was davening with 

their tallesim over their heads so it was 

impossible to tell who was who. Rav 

Chaim went around from person to 



 
 

4 

person until he finally found the butcher. 

Rav Chaim then said, “I want to ask 

your forgiveness for calling you 

disrespectful and sending you out of my 

court.” The butcher turned to Rav Chaim 

-– right before Kol Nidrei -- and said, “I 

do not forgive you. You are a thief and a 

murderer!” 

Rav Chaim responded: “The halacha is 

that I must ask you three times in front 

of three people for forgiveness. I have 

brought my three sons here with me. 

Will you forgive me?” Again the 

response was “No!” The exchange was 

repeated three times and then Rav Chaim 

said, “I have discharged my duty and am 

ready to leave.” Before leaving he turned 

once more to the butcher and said, “You 

should know that at this point I am no 

longer obligated to ask for your 

forgiveness. In fact, you were the one 

who insulted me in the first place, and I 

had a right to respond in kind to your 

insolence. The only reason I came to 

appease you is because it is meritorious 

to overlook one’s honor and accept 

embarrassment rather than cause 

embarrassment to others. I was not 

obligated to ask your forgiveness, but I 

did it anyway, three times in front of 

three people. I am leaving. Now it is 

your problem!” 

When they left the synagogue, Rav 

Moshe Soleveitchik asked his father why 

he went in the first place, when he never 

did anything wrong and it was the 

butcher who should have been asking for 

forgiveness all along. 

Rav Chaim explained to his son that this 

was in fact the novelty in the ruling of 

Rav Yitzchak in Yoma. The passuk in 

Acharei Mos cited by Rav Elazar ben 

Azaria in the Mishneh teaches that if one 

WRONGS his fellow man, he must ask 

forgiveness. The pessukim in Mishlei 

expounded by Rav Yitzchak teach that if 

one angers his fellow man – even 

justifiably so – he still needs to try to 

make peace and ask for forgiveness. 

This was not the type of “mechilah 

request” which would have held back the 

effectiveness of Rav Chaim's Teshuvah 

vis a vis sins between man and G-d. 

Those are only for sins where you in fact 

harmed someone or insulted him 

inappropriately. Rav Yitzchak is saying 

a stronger teaching: Even when I am 

100% right, if I utter harsh words against 

my fellow man, it is still appropriate for 

me to beg forgiveness and attempt to 

restore friendship between us. 

This, Rav Chaim, said is the meaning of 

the Shulchan Aruch when it states that 

on Erev Yom Kippur, every person 

needs to ask for forgiveness from his 

fellow man. This halacha is difficult –- if 

I wronged someone, why should I wait 

until Erev Yom Kippur to make amends? 

The answer is that this law is not 

speaking about a case where I've 

wronged someone. Nevertheless, on 

Erev Yom Kippur there is a special 

obligation to make peace even when, 

strictly speaking, no amends are called 

for. (www.Torah.org)  

 

http://www.torah.org/
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Shabbos in Halacha  

 Smoothing – ממרח

1. To What Does this Prohibition 

Apply? 

 

B. Foods 

 

Summary 

 

All thick non-food substances i.e. wax, 

soap, cream are subject to the melacha of 

smoothing, and may not be rubbed, or 

spread on another surface. [Bars of soap 

may be used. Liquid soap may be sued; 

however, it is preferable to add water to 

the soap so that it is extremely fluid. 

Ointments may not be spread on the 

body.] Food items are exempt from this 

prohibition. However, it is praiseworthy 

to avoid intentionally smoothing out the 

surface of any thick food substance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shabbos Ta’am HaChaim: 

Kedoshim 5776  

Is sponsored החשובה מרת  לזכר נשמת האשה

חיה אסתר בת ר' משה צבי הלוי אוקוליקא ע"ה    

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.               

Sponsorships $180.00 

Have a Wonderful Shabbos! 

Prepared by Rabbi Binyomin Adler 

For sponsorships please call 248-506-0363       

To subscribe weekly by email, please email 

ShabbosTaamHachaim@gmail.com View 

Shabbos: Ta’am HaChaim and other Divrei 

Torah on www.doreishtov.wordpress.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ShabbosTaamHachaim@gmail.com
http://www.doreishtov.wordpress.com/

